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FAFSA Meeting

Mount Saint Mary’s University

LALA Adopts A Family

LALA Cancelled School

Lincoln Height’s Holiday Parade

Los Angles Leadership 
Academy held it’s annual 
FAFSA meeting with the se-
nior parents. Mr. Ortiz and a 
coordinator from YPI held a 
workshop. In the workshop, 
the YPI member explained 
in detail what FAFSA was to parents. After the power 
point presentation, parents were led to the computer 
lad. There, they obtained there FAFSA ideas and the 
students obtained there ID as well. The meeting was 
over as soon as the parent finished filling out the ap-
plication for their ID. Future dates were given to the 
parents so that they can complete the FAFSA. 

 
On December 14, 2015, 
admissions officials from 
Mt. Saint Mary’s Univer-
sity came to Los Angeles 
Leadership Academy. A few 
of our fellow female seniors 
had a interviews with these 
officials. The interviews were held in Ramisi’s office 
and those that got accepted to the private university 
were given a pen with a notepad with the university 
logo featured on to each item.

This December Los Angeles
 Leadership Academy
 adopted a family. Like 
years prior, LA Leadership
 students are asked to
 donate items like toiletries and clothing to a family 
in need. The items are given to them just in time for 
the holiday. This adopted family would appreciate 
any donations.

On the 15th of December, 
authorities were working 
alongside Los Angeles Unified 
School District (LAUSD) in 
order to investigate a threat 
against schools involving backpacks and packages 
that left on campus. As a result, they plan to check 
all 900 schools, which contains more than 700,000 
students. The e-mail that was sent to LAUSD was 
from another country targeting students in the Los 
Angeles district. This caused LAUSD to immediately 
shut down schools for the day in order to protect its 
students, and ordered schools to send home students 
that arrived on campus.

On December 13, Los An-
geles Leadership Academy 
High School and Middle 
School both participated in 
the Lincoln Heights Holiday 
Parade. In cooperation with 
the high school coordinator, 
Nayeli Cruz, rented a U-
Haul for a week in order to prepare for the event. The 
theme was Winter wonderland and the participants 
displayed along with the middle school.

By Sandra Sanchez
Editor-In-Chief

continued on page 3

“WELCOME TO LALA”
Joseph Alexander Shares his Story

Photo Credit to David Miller Studios

Los Angeles Leadership Academy 
recently welcomed Holocaust 

Survivor, Joseph Alexander to share 
his experiences with the student 
body. 
       Twenty plus students were pres-
ent during his talk, while the rest of  
those who could not attend watched 
online via the live stream on You-
tube. 
       With a purple banner behind 
him that read “Welcome to LALA”, 
Mr. Alexander stood in front of  the 
students, took a deep breath, and 
began to recount in detail his story. 
       As a young boy, he told the 
students that he didn’t see any of  the 
negativity until 1939, which is when 
the German soldiers entered Kowal, 
a small town in Central Poland. He 
said, “… they came in the town 
square and told the people they had 
ten minutes to get to the square… 
for reasons I did not know, they did 
not ask my family…” Joseph’s family 
was spared and not intending to wait 
any longer, Joseph’s father loaded 
the family up and they left. 
       Two weeks later, Mr. Alexander 
was sent to a forced labor camp. He 
told the students he worked six days 
a week working in the water with-
out boots, “... just barefoot… I got 
blood poisoning…” During his time 
at the camp, he was allowed to go 
back home on the weekends. After 
the blood poisoning he went home 
and refused to return to the camp. 
“…I went and said I would not 
come back.” 
       In the year 1940, they were relo-
cated to the Warsaw Ghetto. There, 
Mr. Alexander stayed about four 
months until his parents decided 
he and his siblings should go back 
home.  The siblings reached Kowal 
safely, but three days later, “… they 

said all the men from 16-60 should 
report to the school house and then 
they took us to camp…” This was 
the last that he saw of  his family 
and to this day he still is unaware of  
what happened to them. 
       The students silently exchanged 
glances and Mr. Alexander still 
standing, continued with his story. 
He explained that he worked in 
many different camps and was 
moved around so much because 
people were dying of  starvation. “… 
at night you came home after work 
and you get soup… people died of  
starvation… and camps started to 
get smaller and smaller… “ At the 
camps, he worked in everything 
from constructing canals to working 
in the sewers. “… at the last camp, 
we were building the airport and 

from there we went to Auschwitz”
       Upon arrival at Auschwitz, Mr. 
Alexander told the students that 
because he was small he tried to 
stay with the big guys. The night 
he arrived, he was told to go to the 
left. When he saw only sick people 
around him; he ran to the right line 
when no one was looking. This deci-
sion proved later on to save his life. 
       On April 28, 1945 they were 
returned to Dachau(a camp). On 
the first of  May of  that same year, 
they were taken to a little forest. “… 
during the night, the guards disap-
peared… in the morning, the ger-
man police came and took us to the 
village… and at 1 o’clock the Ameri-
can came in, we were liberated…” 
       Mr. Alexander was given the 
notice to leave to go to America on 
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December’s Challenge

	 The	first	student	to	completely	color	in	the	activity	page	will	win:
 A Special Prize 

You Must: Completely color in the activity page.
The	first	student	to	show	the	Journalism	teacher	the	completed	coloring	page

will receive the prize.
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Have an opinion?

Write for The Voice

Submit your opinions to 
the editors at

thevoice@laleadership.org

Speech and Debate

Want to work on your speak-
ing skill? Join the team. 

By Steven Garcia
Managing Editor

A Seniors Road To An Efficient Application Process
“Work smart.”

School Trip to the 
Museum of Tolerance
What did you think of the trip?

  “I wouldn’t call the experience a eye opener be-
cause I already knew most of what we were told, 
but remembering those events occurred definitely 
left me in awe and made me appreciative of the 
way things are today.” -Carlos Castaneda

“It impacted me because I really thought about 
how we can make a change in the world today 
and I just thought about how scary it was that 
we can relate to something that happened long 

ago, and I really thought about ways we can 
change...” -Brenda Reyes

With colleges reaching out for 
you either through email or 

regular mail, the rush and anxiety to 
apply to them sets in. These couple 
of  weeks are the hardest during your 
senior year. Aside, from waiting to see 
if  you get accepted to your desired 
university, this fall semester is the most 
hectic.  College applications begin with 
setting the universities one wishes to 
attend. These preferred picks usually 
fall under the majors, tuition, campus 
size, location,or campus aesthetic, of  a 
university that a student is looking for.      
       Then once the universities have 
been chosen, the applications begin. 
Each application can be filled out by 
going to the website of  said university. 
However, for California State Universi-
ties, there is an easier way to apply to 
multiple campuses in just one sit in. 
       With the assistance of  the web-
site CSU Mentor, an applicant can 
apply to the requested CSU’s by just 
filling out the application once. This 
website makes the applicant put down 
the information required for the first 
CSU application. Once the informa-
tion is inputted and the first applica-
tion is reviewed and verified, CSU 

Mentor transfers all that informa-
tion to all the other CSU’s that the 
student will be applying to, making 
applying to a multitude of  CSU’s 
faster and efficient. The same can 
be said for the website University of  
California(UC) Application.      
       The same process happens in 
the UC Application as it does in 
CSU Mentor, the applicant decides 
what universities they will want to 
apply to, and fills out a series of  
necessary information. In the UC 
Application, there is an essay por-
tion that requires two essays with a 
total word limit of  1000 words. This 
website then sends all the informa-
tion inputted to all the universities 
the individual chose. 
       These have been the university 
application processes for the ones in 

California, then there is the private 
universities. The Common Applica-
tion is like the CSU Mentor and UC 
Application, but for private schools. 
These separate schools can be lo-
cated anywhere in the country. The 
Common App is a little different 
however, initially it asks for personal 
information just like the other two 
websites and personal essay at the 
end like the UC App, however, the 
individual has to pick the universities 
they wish to attend. 
       The difference is probably not 
clear yet. The universities chosen to 
apply have their own questions for 
the applicant to answer. Different 
schools have different questions and 
requirements. These helpful web-
sites will make applying to universi-
ties easier, faster, and efficient.
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By Rene gaeta
Staff Writer

University of California San Diego VS San Diego State University

University Spotlight

  Mr. Alexander’s Story Continued

Teacher Spotlight: Mr. Juarez
By Steven Garcia
Managing Editor

Teacher’s Corner

By Mr. Steed
Journalism Advisor

Over the years, I have given plenty 
“how to succeed in life” advice.  

Some has been given because I was asked 
for advice, and much has been given be-
cause for a few moments of  class time all 
the stars aligned for a universe changing 
moment.
 Recently, I felt inspired to give 
my students three ideas that I am sure 
will lead to success regardless of  the path 
they choose to follow:
1. Believe in yourself
2. Read everyday
3. Treat each assignment as 
some thing to get right, not just some-
thing to turn in
       I suppose that some additional 
explanation is in order.  For number 
one, each person has goals and dreams.  
Believe you should achieve them!  Believe 
that you must achieve them!  And, as the 
man says in “Chariots of  Fire,” “Exam-
ine yourselves, let each of  you discover 
where your true chance of  greatness lies; 
… seize this chance, rejoice in it, and let 
no power or persuasion deter you in your 
task.”
       Reading is the surest, best way to 
know all the stuff  that has been known 
and said for all of  human history.  If  
something is written, anyone can know it, 
if  that person reads it.  Read all the time 
– anything – everything – and then push 
to read more and more challenging and 
engaging material.  Read technical mate-
rial.  Read fiction. Read factual material.  
Have fun reading!  Dive into a story and 
get lost in it for hours!  Being a strong 
reader will benefit every life goal and 
career choice regardless of  its nature.
       So many of  us, adults, who are 
college educated as well as high school 
students, make the mistake of  seeing as-
signments as something to complete, to 
just get done and be done.  To really get 
the most from the work assigned, to truly 
gain something useful from the experi-
ence, take the attitude that each assign-
ment is something to do well, not just 
something to submit.  
       Imagine if  each of  us were to do ev-
ery job, chore, and duty as if  it really mat-
tered, as if  it were a chance to improve 
who and what we are.  What kind of  an 
amazing world could that attitude; were it 
to spread all over the world, truly create?
       These are the best suggestions I have 
for ongoing success regardless of  what 
type of  success you want to have or in 
what line of  work you want to achieve 
success.
Dream!  Read!  Do your work with the 
purpose of  creating perfection!

Jonathan Juarez joined the Los Angeles 
Leadership Academy teaching staff  just last 

year, during the second semester. Still seen as 
a somewhat new teacher, Mr Juarez teaches 
English to freshmen, and English Language 
Development(ELD) to any student that needs 
the assistance.
       Mr. Juarez attended California State Uni-
versity Fullerton, graduating with a major in 
English and a minor in Linguistics. The main 
reasons why he wanted to teach English was be-
cause it can afford the greatest flexibility; there 
is a vast variety with it; and because he knew he 
would be able to work with the youth.  
       When Mr. Juarez started to apply to schools 
where he would teach, many offers were at his 
disposal. Out of  all the schools that gave him 
the opportunity to teach, he chose LALA. He 
loved the Social Justice message and being able 
to advocate for the students. When asked the 
question, why he chose LALA, Juarez respond-

ed with, “I love the core message this school 
has.” 
       One thing that Mr. Juarez likes most about 
this school is the small community feel. He 
worked at a very large school prior to teach-
ing here. He liked the change in the student 
body count because now he is able to see every 
single student instead of  the situation in the 
past school where he did not know many of  the 
students who attended. 
       When asked how the school year will 
look later on, Mr. Juarez answered, “I am very 
excited for it. However, there might be some 
changes that the students might not agree 
with.” Overall, he sees positive outcomes 
headed towards us. He also mentioned how the 
school having a reputation of  getting students 
to attend college will definitely change the 
minds of  the other around area. 
       If  Mr. Juarez were not teaching English, 
the next most probable choice in teaching 

would be some sort of  mathematics because he 
favored this subject during his high school years. 
       As for hobbies, Mr. Juarez enjoys wood-
working (activity or skill of  creating things from 
wood), reading, and watching interesting modes 
of  expression such as Indie films. 
       Freshmen Kevin Flores likes the fact that 
Mr. Juarez is nice and manages to keep his class 
focused and on task. Something that Mr. Juarez 
looks for in a student is whether that person 
completes all of  his or her assigned work. In 
terms of  strictness, there are times where he 
would be strict, and then there are times where 
he would not be strict. When asked the question, 
can you explain how he teaches, Kevin stated, 
“He [Mr. Juarez] explains what we are doing and 
then gives us some examples, after, we work on 
our own.” A typical day in his class looks like the 
students doing their work sitting quietly in their 
chairs. Students have said that Mr. Juarez’s class 
requires a lot of  work from a student. 

The University of  California: San Diego and 
San Diego State University are the colleges 

of  this month. Both colleges are located in San 
Diego California and are at most 23.1 miles 
from each other.
       SDSU offers 87 majors. SDSU’s top major 
is business/marketing, but other high majors 
include social science, psychology, english, 
health professions, engineering, and security 
and protective services. There is an estimate 
of  23,703~28,362 undergraduates and 61% of  
those undergraduates graduate in 6 years. The 
estimated cost of  staying on campus is $27,452, 
off  campus is $23,480, and at home is $11,671. 
The average financial aid package students might 
get on their first year, depending on their parents 
income, is $10,300.
       SDSU does offer special study options such 
as, cross-registration, double major, honors pro-
gram, independent study, internships, liberal arts, 
and teacher certifications. There are off-campus 
study options that include, a semester at sea and 
study abroad options. ROTC is available consist-
ing of, the air force, army, and navy.
       The student body consists of: 35% White, 
31% Latino, 13% Asian, 6% two or more races, 
6% non-resident, 5% ethnicity unknown, and 
4% Black. 55% women and 45% men are the 
gender percentage at SDSU
The mascot for SDSU is the Aztec and they are 
part of  the NCAA for sports. 
       SDSU is a highly selective school, only 34% 
of  applicants admitted. The average score for 

admittance was a 3.83 high school GPA, a 26 on 
the ACT ( not including writing), and a 1169 on 
the SAT reasoning (critical reading and math). 
They do accept AP exam scores of  3 or higher.
        Unique Facilities of  SDSU are that the 
university have an observatory, electron micro-
scope facility, open-air theater, aquatic center, 
international student center, American Language 
Institute, recital hall, field studies stations (off-
campus), and multimedia interactive fine arts lab.

-VERSUS-

UCSD is located in La Jolla, a small com-
munity in San Diego. UCSD is located 9 

minutes away from the beaches.
       UCSD offers 145 majors. UCSD’s top 
majors are in the social sciences category, but 
other high majors include biology, psychology, 
engineering, communications/journalism, and 
computer and information sciences. There is 
an estimate of  23,641~23,850 undergraduates 
and 81% of  those undergraduates graduate in 6 
years. The estimated cost of  staying on campus 
is $31,365, off  campus is $30,135, and at home 
is $24,972. The average financial aid package 
students might get on their first year, depending 
on their parents income, is $11,854.
       UCSD does offer special study options 
such as, cross-registration, double major, honors 
program, independent study, internships, liberal 
arts, and teacher certifications. There are off-
campus study options that include, a semester 
at sea, a Washington semester, and study abroad 

options. ROTC is available consisting of, the air 
force, army, and navy.
       The student body consists of: 24% White, 
16% Latino, 42% Asian, 9% non-resident, 4% 
ethnicity unknown, and 1% Black. 55% women 
and 45% men are the gender percentage at 
UCSD. 
       UCSD is a highly selective school as well, 
only 33.9% of  applicants admitted. The average 
score for admittance was a 4.13 high school 
GPA, a 30 on the ACT ( not including writing), 
and a 1362 on the SAT reasoning (critical reading 
and math). They do accept AP exam scores of  3 
or higher.
       Unique Facilities at UCSD include the 
performing arts centers, student-run co-ops, 
supercomputer center, nature preserves, electron 
beam lithography facility, center for music 
experiment, structural engineering lab, aquarium, 
and additional specialty research centers.
       Students who are more interested in educa-
tion have shown a greater interest of  UCSD 
while those who are more focus on their sports 
have gone to SDSU instead.

the 13th of  May and he arrived on 
the 30th of  May 1949. In 1950, he 
moved to California to live with his 
one surviving cousin and has been 
in California since. 
       After finishing the story, the 
students were invited to stand and 
ask a question. The first to do so 
was senior Omar Robledo, who 
asked about why people followed 
Hitler. Mr. Alexander took a mo-
ment and then responded that at 
the time many people believed Jews 
were at fault. “… they said take from 
the Jews to give to the others…” 
Senior Anahi Gutierrez then asked, 

“Would it have been more difficult 
if  you had been with your family?” 
Mr. Alexander said, “ When I went 
to the camps I got one letter from 
my sister… they took my brother… 
and the rest I don’t know what hap-
pened.”
       Senior Maria Galarza then 
questioned him on whether or not 
he suffered from any nightmares 
and he admitted that he fortunately 
did not. Following her question, 
senior Vanessa Sanchez asked him 
what was it that kept him going and 
he responded, “Don’t lose hope. 
Always think tomorrow’s going to 

be a better day. That’s what keeps 
me going.”
       Founder of  the school, Mr. 
Roger Lowenstein asked the final 
question, which was, “six million 
died, you didn’t, why?” After a 
pause, Mr. Alexander said, “Only 
someone upstairs knows… maybe 
he wanted me to tell my story…”
       The time for questions over, 
the students went up to the front to 
thank Mr. Alexander for sharing his 
story. When asked about her experi-
ence, senior Hicell Lopez said, “For 
me it was very emotional, I couldn’t 
believe that he went through that.”
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 Happy Holidays

The Voice recognizes that Christmas is not the only holiday celebrated during this holiday season. 
There are various other customs and celebrations held throughout the world. The following are but a 
few. 

Christmas

People celebrate this Christian holiday 
by going to church, giving gifts, and 
sharing the day with their families. In 
some parts of Europe, “star singers” go 
caroling — singing special Christmas 
songs — as they walk behind a huge 
star on a pole.

Hanukkah

Jewish people celebrate Hanukkah, 
a holiday honoring the Macca-
bees victory over King Antiochus, 
who forbid Jews to practice their 
religion. For eight nights, Hanuk-
kah is celebrated with prayer, the 
lighting of the menorah, and food. 
A Hanukkah menorah has nine 
candles, a candle for every night, 
plus a helper candle. Children play 
games, sing songs, and exchange 
gifts. Potato pancakes, known as 
latkes in Yiddish, are traditionally 
associated with Hanukkah and are 
served with applesauce and sour 
cream. This year Hanukkah starts 
the evening of Sunday, December 
6 and the last night is Monday, 
December 14. The dates of Hanuk-
kah change because this holiday 
follows the lunar cycle.

W
in

ter
 S

ols
tic

e

Th
e W

in
ter

 S
ols

tic
e o

ccu
rs 

on
 

eit
he

r D
ece

m
be

r 2
0, 

21
, 2

2, 
or

 
23

 in
 th

e N
or

th
er

n 
H

em
isp

he
re,

 
wh

ere
 it

 is
 th

e s
ho

rte
st 

da
y 

of 
th

e 
ye

ar
. P

eo
ple

 a
ll 

ov
er

 th
e w

or
ld 

pa
r-

tic
ip

at
e w

ith
 fe

sti
va

ls 
an

d 
cel

eb
ra

-
tio

ns
. L

on
g a

go
, p

eo
ple

 ce
leb

ra
ted

 
by

 li
gh

tin
g b

on
fir

es 
an

d 
ca

nd
les

 to
 

co
ax

 ba
ck

 th
e s

un
.

Kwanzaa

 Kwanzaa is celebrated December 
26 through January 1. It is a holi-
day to commemorate African heri-
tage. Kwanzaa lasts a week dur-
ing which participants gather with 
family and friends to exchange 
gifts and to light a series of black, 
red, and green candles, which sym-
bolize the seven basic values of Af-
rican American family life that are 
unity, self-determination, collective 
work and responsibility, coopera-
tive economics, purpose, creativity, 
and faith. In 2015, Kwanzaa starts 
December 26 and ends January 1.

Chinese New Year Las 
Posadas

Chinese New Year is the most important of the tradi-
tional Chinese holidays. It falls on different dates each 
year, between January 21 and February 20. Visits to 
friends and family take place during this celebration. 
The color gold is said to bring wealth, and the color red 
is considered especially lucky. The New Year’s Eve din-
ner is very large and includes fish, noodles, and dump-
lings. This year Chinese New Year begins on February 
8, 2016 and it’s the year of the monkey!

With its origins in Spain, Las Posadas is a nine-
day celebration that is now primarily celebrated 
in Mexico, Guatemala, and parts of  the South-
western United States. The roots of  this holiday 
are in Catholicism but several different branches 
of  Christian Latinos follow the tradition. During 
the celebration, a procession moves from house 
to house with a candle inside a paper lampshade, 
stopping at each home to sign and pray. Eventu-
ally, the procession ends at a home or church, and 
the celebration continues with caroling, feasting, 
and pinata breaking!
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 The Topicality Behind Winning 

 World Attacks: What You Need To Know
By Alicia Lopez & Seth vERA
Managing Editor and Staff Writer

On Thursday November 12, 
a pair of  suicide bombings 

struck southern Beirut, the capital 
of  Lebanon, according to Lebanese 
authorities and a state-run National 
News Agency, 43 people were killed 
and about 239 people were wound-
ed.
       A Lebanese security source said 
that a suicide bomber who survived 
the attack told investigators he was 
an ISIS recruit. He also told authori-
ties that he and three other attackers 
arrived in Lebanon from Syria on 
the tenth of  November. This attack 
got little publicity, for the main 
focus was directed towards the Paris 
attacks
       The day after the Beirut attack, 
Paris was attacked by gunmen and 
suicide bombers. The suicide bomb-
ers hit a concert hall, a major stadi-
um, and restaurant and bars almost 
simultaneously,  addressed the BBC 
News. Shootings and bomb blasts 
left 130 people dead and hundreds 
wounded, with more than 100 in a 
critical condition.. Raids were im-
mediately initiated after the attacks 
in search of  suspects.
       According to the BBC News, 

the first of  three explosions oc-
curred outside the Stade de France 
stadium on the northern fringe of  
Paris where France were playing 
Germany in an international football 
game. At the stadium, a man was 
trying to enter wearing a suicide belt, 
but was discovered after routine se-
curity check detected the explosives. 
He detonated the explosives shortly 
after that. President Francois Hol-
lande attended this game and was 
rushed to safety after a second man 

detonated his suicide vest outside a 
different stadium entrance at 21:30. 
A third suicide bomber blew him-
self  at a fast-food outlet near the 
stadium at 21:53, and the attackers 
all wore identical explosive vests, as 
reported by BBC News.
       People from all around the 
world demonstrated their support 
and respect for the Paris attacks by 
using the hashtag, Pray for Paris, 
on their social media, which helped 
raise awareness. 

By Sandra Sanchez
Editor-In-Chief

Standardized 
Exams

By Karla Marquez
Guest Writer

As students we are always expected to 
keep knowledge retained, whether it 

is going to be used in life or for an upcom-
ing test in class. Many tests can determine 
where we end up. 
       If  you pass your math test you get a 
good grade in your class. If  you pass the 
CAHSEE you are able to graduate from 
High School and if  you score well on your 
ACT, and or SAT this will be taken into 
consideration to determine if  you will get 
accepted into a certain College or Univer-
sity. 
       Majority of  the time even when a 
student has studied and reviewed day and 
night when he or she enters a test center he 
or she does not work to the best of  his or 
her ability.
       SAT, ACT, and AP tests take an im-
portant role on the lives of  High School 
students.  The SAT is important because 
schools are able to notice where your 
strengths and weakness come into play. 
This test is timed and consists of  Writing, 
Reading, and Math. The ACT is also timed 
and has the same subjects but also adds in 
Science. 
       It is true that they measure where your 
knowledge is and what needs improvement. 
However, students are expected to take the 
entire material in and get it done a specific 
period of  time. As important it might seem, 
most students are not able to show their 
true capacity. 
       Many students want to show what they 
are able to over come and what they are 
able to do. AP test, along with an AP class 
are able to show others what skills they 
hold. AP test are important because you 
have two semesters to learn how a college 
class works and the material that will be 
given. This test is to show your maturity 
level along with how you can put into play 
what you have learned. 
       This test doesn’t determine much, but 
it is beneficial. High School students worry 
enough with how they need to manage their 
time, grades, and extra curricular activities 
along with preparing themselves for test 
that take a part in deciding their future. 

Los Angeles Leadership Academy’s very own 
debate team successfully participated in two 

recent tournaments. 
       The team attended a tournament on the 
13th and 14th of  November at East Valley High 
school and came back with quite a few awards. 
       Made up of  ten people, the LA Leadership’s 
debate team is relatively smaller than most teams 
in attendance at a tournament, but even so they 
were able to place at the award ceremony. 
       Seniors Brenda Reyes and Joseph Cristobal, 
also known as team ‘RECO” went as far as 
semi-finals at the November tournament. They 
lost the semi-finals round and did not proceed 
to finals, but they did place third in the Junior 
Varsity division. 
       Questioned about how she felt in the mo-
ments leading up to the semi-final round, Brenda 
Reyes said, “I felt happy that I won, but I also 
felt nervous. I was honestly surprised I had made 
it so far.”  At a tournament, for a team to qualify 
for semi-finals, they need to win all four of  the 
rounds. It is possible for a team to win only 
three rounds and move on, but that is only pos-
sible if  they have high speaker points. 

       When asked what he felt during semi-finals, 
Joseph Cristobal said, “Nervous and sick, I just 
felt the pressure when I had the chance to reach 
the finals.”
       Aside from placing third as a team in the 
JV division, both teammates from “RECO” 
received speaker awards. Brenda Reyes placed 
second and Joseph Cristobal placed ninth. 
       Senior Vanessa Sanchez placed first speaker 
in the JV division. Forced to go Maverick on 
Friday because her teammate Anel Torres had a 
family matter to take care of, Vanessa Sanchez 
had a memorable tournament. 
       When asked to explain how it felt to go 
alone in a tournament, Vanessa Sanchez said, “It 
felt stressful, hilarious, and empowering. Senior 
Anel Torres was able to compete with Vanessa 
on the following day and as team “SATO” they 
went 2-2 (they won two rounds and they lost two 
rounds).  Vanessa also received the Citizenship 
Award. 
       Additionally, at the November tournament, 
Sophomores Matthew Flores and Edwin Banos 
received and award for winning three out of  the 
four rounds in the Novice Division. Junior An-
gel Colon from the team ‘COES”, placed tenth 
speaker in the JV division.

       At their recent tournament, which was on 
11th and 12th of  December at South Gate highs 
school, the team also brought home awards.
       For this tournament, two of  the previous 
teams were switched around. 
       Sophomore Lucian Suarez, who was previ-
ously in a team with freshman Carlos Lopez is 
now in a team with Matthew Flores and they 
make up team “SUFL”.
Currently, Carlos Lopez is in a team with Edwin 
Banos and they make up team “LOBA”. 
       Team “SUFL” was the only team that placed 
in this tournament and they received third in 
the Novice Division. Lucian Suarez placed sixth 
speaker in the division. 
       Questioned on how he thought the tourna-
ment went and on what his team could improve 
on, senior Juan Espinoza from team “COES” 
shared, “ Other than some other things, the 
tournament went well. Since we talk fast, we 
didn’t get to all of  our arguments quickly 
enough. I think we need to improve our time 
management as strategy as negative.”
       Overall, the Los Angeles Leadership Debate 
team did well. Their next tournament will be on 
the 22nd of  January. 

Award Winning Debate Team Argues Again
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News & Features
 Second Visit to the Getty Museum

By Steven Garcia
Managing Editor

By Sandra Sanchez
Editor-In-Chief

“Get inspired.” For days before the field 
trip, Art teacher Ms. Jimenez from 

Los Angeles Leadership Academy repeated 
this phrase continuously. 
       On the 4th of  December, Ms. Jimenez 
took her students and advisory to the Getty 
Museum. Physics Nine teacher Mr. Barrera 
and English Nine teacher Mr. Juarez chaper-
oned the event alongside Ms. Jimenez. Parent, 
Ms. Colon also chaperoned. 
       Upon arrival at the museum, the students 
were directed to a picnic area where they 
unloaded their lunch bags and awaited further 
instructions from the museum guide. Once 
the lunches were packed securely into coolers 
given by the museum, the students were led to 

the the trolley. 
       A five to ten minute ride later and the 
students were at the entrance of  the museum. 
There, they were separated into groups and 
led into the museum. When asked about her 
experience at the museum, senior and AP Art 
student Kimberly Guerra said, “I had a great 
experience at the Getty, we had a lot of  time 
to visit and study each exhibit. The ones we 
stopped and talked about were really interest-
ing conversations…” As part of  the field trip, 
the groups were given a short tour through 
out specific exhibits where they conversed 
on particular paintings. After the short tour, 
the students were given time to explore the 
museum on their own. 

       Similar to Ms. Guerra, senior Andy 
Jacobo also enjoyed the field trip. Mr. Jacobo 
had previously attended the museum with 
leadership advisor Ms. Sanchez and had an 
idea of  what to expect. When questioned on 
what he liked about this field trip he said, “ 
This time we weren’t rushed, all of  the seniors 
were rushed last time, so we didn’t have time 
to enjoy the exhibits as much or the portraits 
and the pictures. The tour guides were really 
nice... but mine wasn’t bad at all.”
       On their tour, both students along with 
their group were shown three exhibits. In one, 
they observed and had an in-depth discus-
sion on a giant black vase. The vase took up 
most of  the space in the room it was in and 
it attracted many of  the students. Another 
exhibit they analyzed was a sculpture piece 
of  two ideal women. The students took a few 
minutes to talk about what an ideal woman 
is today. They also compared two paintings 
depicting women in different ways. At the 
time, the students chose which painting they 
preferred and then they were given the task 
of  persuading the guide to buy the one they 
chose. When asked what he learned from the 
trip, senior Adrian Melgoza said, “I learned 
that many different works were made by many 
different people. I learned that sculptures are 
meant to make you feel emotional.”
       At the end of  the day, the groups met 
up once again to head back to the buses. The 
students arrived at school a little before sixth 
period. 

 School Wide Fieldtrip to the LA Zoo:
Lettuce go see the Lions!

On Friday November 20, 2015, the student 
body and teaching staff  of  Los Angeles 

Leadership Academy High School participated 
in a field trip to the Los Angeles Zoo.
       At the site, the students were grouped ac-
cording to their designated advisory.
       The leadership class designed a scavenger 
hunt between the Green versus Gold (Seniors & 
Freshmen vs. Juniors & Sophomores) that con-
sisted of  17 riddles. When one solved a riddle, 
said person would have to go to the animal’s 
exhibit and take a selfie with the animal that was 
the answer to the riddle. Once the person solved 
that riddle, they had to do the same process 
until all the riddles were answered. There was an 
evident schism between each advisory, dividing 
the class into two teams. The leader of  each 
team had to be the president and vice president 
of  said advisory, each getting a different set of  
riddles.
        To win, a representative from the advisory 
had to turn in their paper to one of  the two 
designated leadership officials, who were Laura 
Torres and Estefhany Hernandez, before noon. 
At the zoo, it came down to Ms. Sanchez’s advi-
sory and Mr. Johnson’s advisory. Both advisories 
turned in their papers at the same time and a 

tie breaker ensued. In a final sprint, Beverly 
Pesquera-with the help of  Diane Rodriguez and 
the clues on Snapchat-found Maria Galarza. The 
tie-breaker was announced. In the competition 
between Green vs. Gold, Green won the point. 
Currently, the score between both teams is at a 
tie at 1-1.
       Senior Fernando Flores was very excited to 
go to the zoo because it was his first time going. 
His favorite part of  the zoo was definitely being 
able to see the animals up close and personal. 
When faced with the question, did you partici-
pate in the scavenger hunt, Fernando responded 
with, “No not really, I was too busy looking at 
the animals up close.” Because of  his excitement 
at seeing the animals, he did not have a chance 
to participate in the scavenger hunt. 
       School President Maria Galarza decided 
on the field trip to the zoo because it came to 
her mind that LALA has never gone to the zoo. 
Also she noticed that several students have never 
been to the zoo due to the cost of  admission. 
By making this opportunity possible, every 
student was able to have a new experience with 
their friends and the staff, making the trip extra 
memorable. When asked, how did you plan the 
field trip, “The first step was to have the idea 

approved by Ms. Cuprill. She supported this 
field trip and we chose the date and time frame 
for it. The permission slip was created with the 
wonderful help of  Gloria Velasquez. The most 
difficult part was requesting the field trip date at 
the zoo. It consisted of  calling the zoo over and 
over for three days and receiving no response. 
On the third day, I entered the Leadership class 
and called again. I committed myself  to not 
hang up.” Maria concocted the scavenger hunt 
because the school needed a Green vs. Gold 
event for the month of  November. The scaven-
ger hunt also gave the students something to do 
while at the zoo, making it a fun and competitive 
way to get the advisories to work as teams. 
       Junior Monica Garcia was one of  students 
most involved in the scavenger hunt, represent-
ing the Green team. The trip was fun; however, 
she was mainly focused on the scavenger hunt, 
devoting most of  her time to completing the 
activity. Utilizing Snapchat was a technique used 
to help the participants locate the leadership 
officials much easier.  It did not help Monica 
because the bad connection made the applica-
tion slow. When asked the question, what made 
you participate in the scavenger hunt, Monica 
stated, “I wanted to win, but no one was really 

doing [the scavenger hunt] it.” One way Monica 
suggested that could be an easier way to find 
the leadership officials was to have them stand 
in one area leave clues as to where they were 
located.
       Senior Beverly Pesquera was the other main 
participant in the scavenger hunt at the zoo. In 
total, the amount of  time spent on the scavenger 
hunt was around three hours and thirty minutes.       
       Three hours were spent on the hunt alone, 
and thirty minutes were spent finding Maria. 
Beverly did use Snapchat to her advantage by 
looking at the clues and seeing what places Maria 
had just visited. Overall, Beverly enjoyed the 
field trip. When faced with the question, what 
places did you visit in your search for Maria, 
Beverly answered, “I visited EVERYWHERE!” 
Pesquera thought that the way the scavenger 
hunt used Snapchat to help figure out the loca-
tions of  certain people was excellent. Without 
the help of  Snapchat, the hunt would have been 
less challenging, resulting in a much more bland 
experience.

 NWEA
By Jessica barba
Staff Writer

At Los Angeles Leadership Academy, stu-
dents take online exams used to report back 

to LAUSD and WASC to prove to them that 
the students are progressing. The scores are also 
used to see how the school is doing nationally 
compared to the other schools in the U.S. The 
test is called “NWEA”. This is a test that teach-
ers, students, and parents look at. 
       When asked if  the school did good or bad 
this year, Principal Ms. Cynthia Cuprill said, “We 
don’t look at scores numerically but we see if  a 
student is progressing. If  student improved in 
a subject they were low on last year.” She also 
mentioned that it’s not good if  students had a 
low score before and they lowered even more 
this year.  
       They used the program LEXILE to see 
what level students are on, for example, if  their 
reading and vocabulary are on college ready level 
or if  they still need help. They use this program 
to make sure that when students get to college 
they are ready and they aren’t lost. 
       These scores determine if  the school is 
going to stay open for five more years. LAUSD 
needs evidence to make sure that students are 
learning and that teachers are teaching students 
what they need to be taught. Period X is meant 
for this, to put students in classes they need the 
most help in so they can improve and study for 
when the exam comes again. 
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Art & Pop Culture
Literature Review

Movie Review: The Nightmare Before Christmas
By Diane Rodriguez
Photographer

So Hard to Say

By Karla Esquivel
Staff Writer

Released on October 29, 1993, The 
Nightmare Before Christmas is a 

stop-motion dark fantasy comedy musical 
film produced by Disney in cooperation 
with Tim Burton. Inspired and created by 
Tim Burton (an American film director, 
producer, artist, writer, and animator with 
many popular films to his name), the film 
morphs the holidays of  Halloween and 
Christmas into one magical adventure as 
the protagonist sets off  to find his iden-
tity within the change of  seasons due to 
repeating the same routine year after year. 
Even though, it has been nearly 22 years 
since it’s debut on the big screen it still 
remains as a holiday classic.
       Jack Skeleton, the protagonist voiced 
by Chris Sarandon and Danny Elfman, 
lives in the town called, Halloween Town, 
where everyone prepares for Halloween 
every 364 days a year. However, Jack has 
grown old and tired with the same old 

thing, and somewhere deep inside of  
his bones, a feeling of  emptiness begins 
to grow. Being the Pumpkin King is an 
honor in Halloween Town, but after hold-
ing the title of  king for a long time, he 
has grown tired of  his crown and would 
give “it” all up if  he only could. Walk-
ing through when he encounters seven 
doors in the woods and enters through 
the one that’s shaped as a Christmas tree. 
The monsters are all missing and the 
nightmares can’t be found in this win-
ter wonderland, as Jack stumbles upon 
Christmas Town and notices a man called, 
“Sandy Claws.” 
       When Jack returns to Halloween 
Town, he presents to his friends the 
wonders of  Christmas Town and is able 
to persuade them to take over Christmas, 
but the town’s people fail to grasp its 
meaning and compare everything to their 
ideas of  Halloween. Locked away inside 

his own home, he becomes obsessed with 
studying Christmas, but fails to uncover 
any further explanation. Making Christ-
mas becomes the climax of  the film as 
Jack orders the abduction of  “Sandy 
Claws” and steals his role. Sally, one of  
Jack Skeleton’s companions (voiced by 
Catherine Anne O’Hara), tries to stop 
Jack from committing a crazy stunt, but 
tragedy is at hand when she fails to per-
suade him. What will become of  dear Jack 
and where will his actions lead him then,  
that is for the viewer to find out.
       The film’s ingenuity and originality is 
one of  a kind. Coming from the mind of  
Burton, The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas, is full of  dark fantasy humor for the 
whole family to enjoy that puts a twist on 
the traditional “O holy night.” The Night-
mare Before Christmas deserves a five out 
of  five lions for being innovative and for 
continuing to be a holiday favorite.

So Hard To Say, by Alex Sanchez, is 
about this really complicated relation-

ship between two best friends. They meet 
when Frederick moves schools and ends 
up in the same class as Xiomara (Xio). 
Frederick is the typical quiet new kid (It’s 
not Fred or Rick. Just Frederick). Xio 
finds him to be very attractive and wants 
to befriend him. After she lets him bor-
row a pen, they  become best friends. 
Frederick also meets Xio’s other four 
close friends and their guy friends. Except 
for Carmen, she has a boyfriend who 
Frederick isn’t sure if  he is feeling some-
thing for. 
       Xio is still trying to forget about 
her dad leaving her and her family. She 
doesn’t want to ever see him or hear him 
phone her home. When she was younger, 
her dad one day said that he needed to 
live separately from them because he 
and her mom didn’t love each other. He 
would phone every day; then it was once 
a week; then it became once a month 
until he didn’t phone at all. She hates 
him now. Her mom met a new person, 
Rodolfo. Her mom and Rodolfo both get 
very close. At the same time, Xio started 
developing more feelings for Frederick. 
She wanted to become more than friends.  
       But what happens when the other 
person does not think the same way? 
What if  he isn’t even sure about his sexu-
ality? What if  he told you he was gay? 
Would you accept it and still be friends 
or would you be mad and blame him and 
other people for the things that are hap-
pening? 
       I had mixed emotions about this 
book. Sometimes I was able to relate to 
one of  the characters and sometimes I 
just wanted those characters to disap-
pear. I sometimes wanted to knock some 
sense into Xio and sometimes I wanted 
to hug her and tell her it was going to be 
okay. When Xio called her dad, she was 
surprised that it was someone else that 
responded, she had so many things going 
on in her mind. She was thinking that 
maybe her dad left because he was also 
gay like Frederick. She was devastated to 
hear that Frederick is gay, I wanted to hug 
her tight and tell her to accept Frederick 
just the way he is.

Infographic obtained from whatsyourimpact.org 


