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Grades Are In: Students Underachieve

November
Elections

High School Faculty Work to Overcome Student Apathy

California votes on Governor,
Water, and Criminals
By Oscar Isem
Editor-in-Chief

I

Veterans’ Day 2014

This year’s Veterans’
Day marks the 96th
anniversary of the
signing of the armistice
which ended World
War I. November 11th
will celebrate all military veterans that have
served the United States in all wars. Traditionally, the President of the United States
lays a wreath at the Tomb of the Unkowns at
Arlington National Cemetary.

1st Annual Fall Harvest Festival

On October 30th,
Los Angeles Leadership Primary Academy
celebrated its first ever
harvest festival. Primary
students dressed up in
their Halloween costumes while participating at game booths, face painting, and crafts.
Primary students also created altars to pay
respect for Dia De Los Muertos.

Top Speakers @ Debate

Los Angeles Leadership
Academy’s Speech &
Debate team competed
in the Manual Arts High
School Debate Tournament. The two-day
tournament concluded with senior Brian
Cabrera ranked 5th speaker, while the team
of juniors Diane Rodriguez and Joseph
Cristobal reached the quarterfinals.

Art College Recruitment

Prestigious art school
Oberlin College
came to Los Angeles
Leadership Academy
to recruit art students.
The October 23rd
visit showcased the college’s reputation for
science as well as the music conservatory.
Located in Ohio, Oberlin continues to rank
as one of the top private liberal arts colleges
in the country.

OXY Recruits @ High School

On November 4th, Occidental College came
to the high school to recruit students. Located
only four miles from
Lincoln Heights, Occidental College has an outstanding academic
reputation. Class of 2014 validictorian Aisli
Valencia now attends Oxy as a Gates Millennium Scholar. Oxy boasts multiple Rhodes
Scholars, plus notable alumni Barack Obama
and Ben Affleck.

9th Grade College Tour

As high school sophomores and juniors took
the PSAT, and seniors
applied to California
State Universities, 9th
graders used the opportunity to visit college campuses. Students
toured Cal State University, Dominguez Hills
and UCLA.

Tutors R’ Us: Students have opportunity for tutoring, teacher office hours; few take advantage
By Irani Mendez
Copy Editor

A

fter the initiation of another school year, 20142015, Los Angeles Leadership Academy High
School (LALA) has a new focus. On October 17,
2014, the 10th week report card, or first quarter
grade, came out.
As a high school it is the moment of truth. This is
when teachers and administration realize that some
things need to be changed to help students’ achieve
their potential, such as instilling a stronger sense of
work habits.
In addition, since the school was first opened
many administrators have come and gone with little
success on impacting the students work and study
habits.Each time it is attempted to be change but
they come to the same conclusion, “Mandatory Tutoring.”
Every year the high school shows the students
bad habits, one being procrastination, but this year
there is a twist. New principal, Cynthia Cuprill,
doesn’t believe in Mandatory Tutoring. She said that
students should be motivated to go to tutoring on
their own. To add on she also said that pushing the
students to tutoring isn’t going to help them in the
real world. At first the idea was to create a seventh
period but it isn’t as simple as it sounds. It requires
the permission from higher people than Ms. Cuprill
to do such a drastic change. So as of now the idea of
having a seventh period is a maybe nevertheless Ms.
Cuprill has a Plan B. Plan B is incorporating an additional class that would be considered as 7th period
during the school day and not after school; it would
be like study hall.
Moreover, many don’t know the outcome of this
years grade, no matter what the student grade level

is, having a big fat “F,” isn’t going to help. LALA’s
College Counselor, Karla Marquez said , “There are
many internship opportunities, scholarships, colleges that will not give a second look at a student’s
transcript with too many F’s… three opportunities
that will be lost.” She also added that not keeping
up with your grades wont get you a diploma, just
fewer job opportunities.
Therefore, for now, to be able to break the tradition of bad habits Youth Policy Institute (YPI)
has been the flagship of the operation. YPI offers
tutoring to students every day of the week, Monday
to Tuesday and Thursday to Friday is from 3:08 pm
to 5:30pm and Wednesday from 2:10pm to 5:30pm.
For a few years now they have been offering many
activities including tutoring. Unfortunately, students tend to run away from tutoring and do not
take advantage of the education they are being
offered. They have practiced the habits of giving
up or creating shortcuts that it is abnormal not to
throw the towel in such a short time.
Many students go through complex life experiences nonetheless what the administration and
teacher are trying to do is to help students graduating.
Although, many students believe that they are
been overworked but the reality is that as high
school students they are just getting glimpses of
college life. A path taken to open doors. Like Ms.
Marquez said, “Being overworked is a hyperbole at
LALA, especially when you have so much support
from teachers and YPI...It’s about time to break
some habits.”
Ms. Cuprill goal is to, “...plan, work hard, give
advice, and give consequences” hoping for students to choose to be a part of the creation of
their future.

Cheaters Never Prosper?

Cheating Controversy Rears Ugly Head; Especially Among Seniors
By Oscar Isem
Editor-in-Chief
Los Angeles Leadership Academy High School
is a safe haven for cheaters. Consequences, save for
a few exceptions, are lax. The probability of being
caught is high since teachers are busy. Even then,
in the spirit of collaboration, cases are oftentimes
dismissed. However, the faculty believes that cheating is a very serious offence, both for a student’s and
the school’s integrity.
Leslie Morales, a school psychiatrist at Bellflower
High School, said that there were a variety of reasons for cheating. “It all comes down to intelligence.
Either the student doesn’t know [the material],

doesn’t care [about the class], is lazy, or is used
to a high grade and will do anything to maintain
it,” she said. Mrs. Morales also claimed that
some students cave in to fulfill people expectations of an outstanding student. “For students
with high grades, it is easier to cheat as teachers
will believe that [the students] know the material.”
Miss Tichenell, L.A. Leadership’s Pre-Calculus and AP Calculus teacher, had a different
idea. “Cheating is a very complex issue. There is
always the moral side of it that says cheating is
wrong. But, the other side of it is that teachers and students enter into a contract, I teach,
you learn. If the teacher chooses to break the
-“Cheaters” continued on page 3
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t’s the Midterm Elections, named for elections
in the middle of a U.S. president’s term in
office.
November 4th 2014 saw Republicans defeat
Democrats in most states, and winning the
U.S. senate majority. In California, Republicans
won enough seats to exclude Democrats from
having an overwhelming majority. Mike Madrid,
an expert in California governments, was not
too pleased with the election results. “California is not in better hands after the election,” he
claimed. “Republicans have a very small say in
what happens. California would be better off if
both sides had an equal say.” Political radio show
host Gary Dietrich had a different opinion. “For
Democrats and supporters of Governor Jerry
Brown, this is good news. For opponents, the
news is not so good.” However, Mr. Dietrich
also pointed out that with its small foothold, the
Republican party cannot be completely ignored
in California.
Both analysts stated that Governor Jerry
Brown, who won a decisive victory over Neel
Kashkari, was the driving force behind Democrat election results. Jerry Brown is the most
well known beneficiary of California. He has
been in the public arena since 1970, and he even
ran for Democratic nominee for president four
times between 1976 and 1992. Jerry Brown ran a
“no-campaign” campaign. His competition, Neel
Kashkari, tried his best but conceded defeat in
the final hours of the vote.
California is one of twenty-six states that vote
on propositions, which are proposed laws for the
electorate to vote on. This past November 5th,
the California electorate voted on six proposition. The three that were passed were Propositions 1, 2, and 47. Proposition 1 was a $7.12
billion bond for California to use on it’s water
system. California is currently in one of its worst
droughts in history. Mr. Madrid said that this was
one of California’s most impactful propositions
passed. “The drought isn’t getting any better,
this was a huge step forward,” he said. In a large
part, it passed because of Jerry Brown’s funding;
he focused his funds on the propositions rather
than his own campaign.
Proposition 2 was a ballot measure to
increase California’s “rainy day fund” (Money
saved during good financial times for bad ones)
by depositing money from taxes and revenue
into the fund every year. However, it would also
require 50% of the fund to be spent paying for
“fiscal obligations” for the next 15 years. It also
passed in large part to heavy spending by Jerry
Brown that helped get the word out. Another
reason proposed by Mr. Madrid was that there
was little to no opposition to the propositions.
Proposition 47 would label certain felonies as
misdemeanors, thus saving the state a lot of
money on sentencing and imprisonment. Shoplifting, grand theft, receiving stolen property,
forgery, fraud, and writing a bad check, are all
felonies now, but after the recent election, as
long as the value of the crime is less than $950,
it will be labeled a misdemeanor. This came as
a surprise to Mr. Dietrich, although he hypothesized that the public felt that they would save
money by passing the ballot measure.

Wasco Clown
Page 7

2

The Voice

The Voice

STAFF

Opinion & Editorial

Oscar Isem

Managing Editor
Sandra Sanchez

Copy Editor
Irani Mendez

Staff Writers
Ahiesser Aguilar
Selena Agustin
Daniela Alvara
Cesar Atrian
Kevin Ferman
Arlene Garcia
Karen Gomez
Randy Guzman
Maria Rivera
Robert Vazquez

Faculty Advisor
Al Schleicher

Advisor Emeritus
Phyllis Rosen

Printer
Gardena Valley News

Publication Policies

The Voice is a student newspaper produced by students at
L.A. Leadership Academy. This
paper is published to inform,
educate and entertain the student body, faculty and members
of the community of Lincoln
Heights.

Viewpoint

The Diary of a Madman

Editor-In-Chief

Ahiesser Aguilar
Junior

T

he Most corrupted governments are
not those that kill other nations to gain
property, nor are they the ones that start
wars in other parts of the world as an excuse to steal petroleum for a country’s gas,
the most corrupt governments are the ones
that kill and steal amongst each other without any thought or care.
On September 26, 2014, 43 unarmed
college Students of Ayotzinapa were
shot and kidnapped by government
officials in Iguala, Mexico. According to CNN, the students where
headed to a protest against the local
government. Former mayor of Iguala,
Jose Luis Abarca, gave orders to Public
Safety, Director Felipe Flores Vasquez, to
prevent from disruption.
Mexican General Attorney, Jesus Murillo, said police blocked the highway that
led to the city and immediately opened fire
as the protestors were beginning to arrive.
Murillo informed CNN Español, that after
the authority opened fire on the vehicles,
they took the surviving students into custody and were then taken without any explanation and were given to the Mexican
gang Guerreros Unidos, (United Warriors).
Witness Omar Sanchez was in a bus with
his official third division soccer team, The
Chilpancingo Hornets, when Omar and his
team heard gunshots, “we were watching a
movie… they started firing their guns and

Upcoming Events

shot the bus…” according to Univision, a 15
year old boy in the soccer team was killed.
The dead bodies and the van some students
were in was left in the crime scene, for this
was a blitz attack.
The people involved with the kidnapping
were 53 people; including 36 Police officers
and 17 suspected gang members, have so far
been detained according to Mexican attorney

general Murillo. A Self Exposed police officer
confessed they were given orders by the mayor of Iguala himself to stop the protestors
at any cost in order for no disruption and he
confessed his crime out of shame. Mexico’s
attorney general has now issued an arrest warrant against the former mayor.
Another officer confessed a burial site of
some of the students. Researchers and media
quickly got to the scene as the bodies were
discovered. “we found backpacks, pencils,
and shoes, but we don’t want to give any early

11/11 No school, Veteran’s Day
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11/14-15 Debate Tournament @ Bravo Medical

• This is my seventh year at LALA

11/14 8th Grade Visit to High School
11/14 Loyola Marymount University Rep @ HS

• My birthday is September 18
• I started college at 16 years old
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11/19 School Board of Directors Meeting

• I listen to podcasts (Radio Lab)

11/19 Thanksgiving Family Night @ Middle School

• I travelled to Kenya, Mexico, Thailand

11/21 15-week progress report cards
11/25 YPI will be hosting a banquet 5:00pm-8:00pm
11/26-11/28 Thanksgiving Break
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assumptions”, said Bruno Placido, leader
of Pueblos Unidos research group.
Guerrero state Governor said in a twitter response, “To the family and friends
of those who were savagely massacred, I
offer all my solidarity and support.” Questions are still being raised as to why did
the state governor said “massacred”. No
reports have proved that the students are
really dead the only known person who
has said that the students are dead is father revolutionist Solalindes. He claimed
that some had been shot at before being
burned and others were burned alive, he
also added that their bodies are hidden
in mass graves. 28 bodies have in fact
been found in mass graves in the
state of Guerrero, but DNA results have proved that the graves
did not involve any of the missing
students.
43 students have been missing for
more than a month now and normally
it wouldn’t take that long to find at least
one person unless they are all still together
or dead. Although people nationally and
internationally have been doing what they
can to raise awareness of the missing students, it would be helpful if the Mexican
government were to actually go out and
about it the truth instead of killing even
more of its people to make massive graves
and burial sites to pretend that those are
the missing students.
As soon as Mexico stops covering up
for mayor Abarca and Director Of Public
Safety and exposes the truth this conflict
might be over. What people want are answers, not another conspiracy.

Who Am I ?

Students, faculty and community members with strong opinions are highly encouraged to
write a guest commentary or a
letter to the editor, which may
be published.

L.A. Leadership Academy
High School
Attn: The Voice
234 East Avenue 33
Los Angeles, CA 90031
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• Favorite TV show: Big Brother
• Motto: “Whatever It Takes”

11/30 University of California applications due

• I played varsity soccer and volleyball

12/10 Mount Saint Mary’s application interview

• Favorite food: sourdough bread

12/12-13 Debate Tournament @ South Gate H.S.

• I graduated from the Univ. of Utah

hhhhhhThe Voice Ch-Ch-Ch Challenge hhhhhh
November’s Challenge
The first student to answer the clue will receive:
Special Prize + a copy of Mockingjay by Suzanne Collins
Clue: Who Am I?

National Scholastic Press Association

The first student to tell the Journalism teacher the answer
will receive the prizes

www.laleadership.org
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Grand Canyon University
Bus Tours
By Kevin Ferman
Staff Writer

A

contract, it is not clear that the student continues to be morally obligated to comply with her
contract.” Cheating may not just be the fault of
the students, but also a teacher who may not be
fulfilling his/her duty to teach. She also added
that an emphasis on GPA and getting into college
on the part of the school may have led students
to concentrate on grades rather than learning.
College counselor Karla Marquez outlined the
consequences if caught. “If they [the students]
get caught [cheating], it depends on the situation,
but they do get suspended for cheating,” she said.
“Also, it’s on your discipline record, and when
you apply to college, you have to explain your
discipline, especially your suspensions...colleges
take it [cheating] very seriously. It can really affect
your application.” In fact, cheating may catch
up with people long after the act. Senator John
E. Walsh recently had his master’s degree taken
away due to plagiarism, years after the plagiarism
happened.

When asked how to stop cheating, there were a
variety of responses. Counselor Marquez claimed,
“As long as you have students who are giving
away their work, and they don’t care about people
copying off of them, I think the problem starts
there… Are you going to give away money that
you worked for? Then why would you give away
[assignments] that you’ve worked so hard on?
We have to start telling students these analogies.”
Tichenell said that finding a way to practice without a penalty for getting the wrong answer was the
right idea. It might encourage students to try if
they know they wont lose points for being wrong.
She also brought up a difference between
cheating and collaboration. In collaboration, everyone receives credit, but obtaining the answer from
someone else and presenting the work as your own
is considered cheating. She used an example of a
homework assignment in which one student had
made a simple subtraction mistake. It showed up
on various students’ work, proving it to be cheat-

University Spotlight

ing as no one said whom they had worked with.
They did not understand what they were doing.
Titchenell wrote an opinion to the school about
this issue. “Instead of feeling incensed about the
cheating that I have uncovered this year I am feeling very saddened as it accentuates the current major disconnect between students and the learning
process. Students are not interested in “learning”
what is currently being “taught” as they do not see
its relevance. Teaching should be about sharing the
joy of learning and the process of discovery... Just
as teachers are making efforts to change the way
they are “teaching” it is going to be important for
students to make similar efforts. To quote Albert
Einstein ‘Insanity: doing the same thing over and
over again and expecting different results.”

University of California, Santa Barbara
UCSB Attracts Paradise Seekers

s Los Angeles Leadership Academy’s seniors explore their choices for potential colleges to attend,
College Counselor Karla Marquez has been bringing in
college representatives to come to talk to the seniors.
Recently, a representative for Grand Canyon University
(GCU) in Phoenix, Arizona visited L.A Leadership to
give its seniors a glance at what the school has to offer.
Along with the talk about what GCU could offer
them, the university offered an all-expense paid trip to
take students from the Los Angeles area to visit GCU
on an overnight campus tour.
The name of the trip is called Discover GCU, in
which students applying to GCU get the chance to
travel on bus to Phoenix and have a campus tour. Later,
students stay overnight in the dorms, while spending
time with current students.
One L.A Leadership Academy senior had the opportunity to take advantage of the trip and was able to
visit GCU. When at the campus, she received a tour of
it and even had a chance to sit in on some classes. After
the day’s activities, the college offered its high school
visitors a dorm room. The L.A. Leadership senior stated that she really enjoyed her time there and wanted to
stay longer at the campus.
Another L.A. Leadership senior, Diana Martinez, also took the opportunity to be part of Discover
GCU. She expressed her feelings about the trip by stating, “This was my first experience staying at a college
and I had a great time! The environment of the school
was so nice and everyone there was so friendly and got
to meet some nice people.” Diana described GCU as a
peaceful campus. Overall, she really enjoyed her stay at
GCU and felt welcomed by everyone there.

New Cycling Club Takes to
the Track
Velodrome Becomes “Home”

By Kevin Ferman
Staff Writer

T

he second best party school in the country according to the Princeton Review’s List of Top 20 Party
Schools for 2014 is the University of California, Santa
Barbara (UCSB). UCSB is known for outstanding Marine Biology and Chemistry programs. It boasts its own
private beach for its students to use for class or recreational use. Although it has a current acceptance rate of
46%, the percentage has dropped steadily since 2008
because of the increased competition to get accepted
to this coastal university.
Los Angeles Leadership Academy High
School Alumni Lyric Colon offers her perspective as
she takes on her freshman year at UC Santa Barbara. “I
really like it, I’m never alone, I always have my friends
around, I even get to go study at the beach,” she stated.
Colon continued by rejecting a rumor often said about
UCs, due to the sizes of campuses students often feel
alone and don’t get one on one attention they need,
by stating that UCSB always offers resources when
students are in need of it. “You have your residence
advisors (RA), your offices for therapies or counseling,
and your career center there to help you, which makes
me feel that UCSB isn’t so big after all, and they don’t
put me off to the last minute.” As for the social aspect,
Lyric explained how UC Santa Barbara does all it can
to provide their students with a good social experience,
be it carnivals, festivals, concerts, or simply dorm hall
student events. In fact according to College Express,
UCSB makes the list for the Top 20 happiest students
with 97% of their students returning after freshman
year. For students looking to get away from home but
don’t wish to be too far from home Colon shared how
UCSB is the perfect distance for her because she’s far
enough from home to become independent but close
enough where she can simply hop on a train and be
home for the weekend in about two hours.
Offering a similar perspective to Lyric’s was former
chemistry and anatomy teacher at L.A Leadership
Academy, Marissa Cowell. She viewed her years at
UCSB as amazing. She stated how she lived in a dorm
only two minutes away from the beach. With her being

part of a legacy with both her parents and even
her husband attending and earning their degrees
at UCSB, she believes UCSB offers strong science
programs. Cowell also stated how easy it is to slack
off and why UCSB is a party school. This is due
to the many young adults that finally get their own
freedom and a neighborhood only ¼ a mile away
from campus. On the other hand, Cowell also said
how UCSB offers an amazing tutoring program
named “CLAS” that is run by and for students free
of charge.
UC Santa Barbara looks into the individual person
and how he or she will impact the school. Given
that, the school really takes personal statements
into consideration for admission. In addition, UC
Santa Barbara also looks into the student’s extracurricular activities, volunteer experience, their
grades, test scores, and how much they challenged
themselves during high school based on what their
school offered. As for finances, College Express
notes that UCSB has 83% of its students under financial aid and having their full financial need met.

Fast Facts
Admission Rate: 46%
Total Enrollment: 21,685
Ratio: 48% Male 52% Female
Ethnicity: White-31%, Hispanic-18%,
Asian-18%, African American-3%, Race
Unknown-3%, Native American-<1%
Most popular majors:
1. Biological/Biomedical Sciences
2. Social Sciences
3. Communications
4. Psychology
5. Economics
Tuition and Fees
In state: $28,374
Out of state: $51,252
17:1 Student to Teacher Ratio

The Home of Lion Pride

By Randy Guzman
Staff Writer
A Bike Club has been started in Los Angeles Leadership Academy High School by a number of juniors
with the help of Anatomy teacher Carl Johnson. The
influx of cyclists in the school over the past year
has finally found relief with the inauguration of this
afterschool club.
The popularity of biking has surprisingly increased
by an astonishing 60% in the last decade in the United
States.
“It’s not just a sport, it’s a way of life. It’s a distraction to our daily routine, a way in which one can
unplug from life itself,” was what William Cabrera,
member of bike club, described cycling .
Mr. Johnson proposed the idea of starting a club to
many of his students in his anatomy class. The Biking
Club now has 9 active members in its first month in
action. The club has its habitual practices once a week
at the Encino Velodrome in Encino, where training for
everyone under 18 is free. Here the members train by
doing laps around the velodrome, sometimes even a
demanding 30 times.
Mr. Johnson has been so greatly appreciated for
leading the club that he has actually been nicknamed
“Father J.” Mr. Johnson plans for the club to compete
in a few competitions this year. Everyone is encouraged to join the club and take their love for cycling to
the next level.

www.laleadership.org

1. Time Machine by H.G. Wells
2. A Brief History of Time by Stephen Hawking
3. One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez
4. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon
5. The Map of Time by Felix Palma
6. The Time Keeper by Mitch Albom
7. Time by Andy Goldsworthy
8. The Time Paradox by Philip Zimbardo
9. About Time: Einstein’s Unfinished Business by Paul Davies
10. Time Reborn by Lee Smolin

4 days for 32 bands to perform to an estimated
500,000 people at the Woodstock Music Festival in August 1969.

2 hours, 40 minutes for the RMS Titanic to hit
an iceberg, break in two, and fully sink on the
night of April 14, 1912.

30 minutes for Gen. George Pickett to lead
his unsuccessful charge on the third day of the
Battle of Gettysburg, resulting in 4,400 casualties for the Confederacy, on July 3, 1863.

It Took...

.016 seconds for the Trinity atomic bomb’s
mushroom cloud to reach a height of 445 feet
after detonation in New Mexico on July 16,
1945.

2.4 billion years for multicellular life to arise
on earth after the planet’s creation; roughly
4.5 billion years ago.

2 years, 11 months, and 17 days for Ferdinand
Magellan’s expedition to complete the first
circumnavigation of the earth, during which
Magellan was murdered and four of his five
ships were lost, between 1519 and 1521.

50 million years for Mount Everest, the world’s
highest peak, to reach its current height of
29,029 feet.
Facts compiled by Lampham’s Quarterly

230 million years for our solar system to complete one orbit of the Milky Way Galaxy at a
speed of 514,500 miles per hour.

20 years for the Great Pyramid of Giza to be
constructed by some 20,000 workers.

Data compiled from Lampham’s Quarterly

1. “Time” by Pink Floyd
2. “Time After Time” by Cindi Lauper
3. “Time Is On My Side” by The Rolling Stones
4. “Time Warp” from Rocky Horror Picture Show
5. “Clocks” by Coldplay

“Top 5” Songs of All Time

Pocket Watch (Above): Romans invented a sundial pocket
watch to keep track of time during the day, of course.

Thanks Plato! (Right) Greek philosopher
Plato is known for inventing the first alarm clock.
Greeks were consistently late because of the lack
of time sense. Plato was concerned because his
students were constantly late for studying. He
invented the alarm clock so that lectures could
start on time. Using a contraption that utilized
water, Plato figured the water would move to
smaller compartments until the steam would let
off a whistle, similar to a tea kettle.

2 years, 4 months, and 9 days for Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark to travel 8,000 miles
round trip between Missouri and Oregon.

			Sperm cells are generated at a rate of 50,000 per hour.

Mammary glands produce milk at an
average rate of 750 milliliters per day
during the first 6 months of breastfeeding.
						Large intestine absorbs water and electrolytes for
						roughly 24-30 hours before sending undigested
						
food to be evacuated out the anus.

									Fingernails grow 1.5 inches per year.

Light travels 46,570 miles in a vacuum.
Sound travels 280 feet.
The earth orbits 4.6 miles around the sun.
A bullet travels 279 feet.
A woodstar hummingbird beats its wings 20 times.
$15.3 million trades on the global foreign-exchange market.
A cheetah, the fastest land mammal, runs 13.8 feet.
Usain Bolt, the world’s fastest man, runs 8.6 feet.
Neurons in the human brain fire between 21.5 billion and 4.3 trillion times.
567,998 emails are sent.
64,814 text messages are sent.
1,446 tweets are tweated.
208 links are shared on Facebook.
1.13 people are born.
.43 people die.

News & Features

“Top 10” Books of All Time

Hair grows approximately 6 inches per year.

Brain quadruples in size between ages 3 and 5.

			

Time (noun): With no exact literal definition, time is considered an
observation of motion, the means by which humans sense and record
changes in the environment and in the universe.

ime, it might be said, consists of the past and
future. But the past has been and is no longer, while
the future is about to be and is not yet. And the now
(that is, the present) is evidently not a part of time. Time
is not to be identified with change.
Change may be faster or slower, but not time.
When we are conscious of no mental change we do not think time has elapsed,
any more than the fabled sleepers of Sardinia do when they awake; they connect
the later now with the earlier and make them one. Time is the number of change
in respect of before. Not only do we measure the movement by the time, but
also the time by the movement, because they define each other.
…would there be time if there were no soul?

T

Aristotle on Time

s you read this sentence, you probably think that this moment, right now,
is what is happening. The present moment feels special. It is real. However
much you may remember the past or anticipate the future, you live in the present. Of course, the moment during which you read that sentence is no longer
happening.
This one is. In other words, it feels as though time flows, in the sense
that the present is constantly updating itself. This structure is built into our
language, thought and behavior. How we live our lives hangs on it.
Yet as natural as this way of thinking is, you will not find it reflected
in science. The equations of physics do not tell us which events are occurring
right now, they are like a map without the “you are here” symbol. The present
moment does not exist in them, and therefore neither does the flow of time.
Additionally, Albert Einstein’s theories of relativity suggest not only that there is
no single special present, but also that all moments are equally real.

A

EXCERPTS...

Throughout Human History

TIME

What is the Fourth Dimension?

In the Blink of an Eye

What can happen in 250 milliseconds
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Red Moon
By Robby vasquez
Staff Writer

By arlene garcia
Staff Writer

Homecoming was very successful said Henry
Mendez, Youth Policy Institute instructor. “132
students came, not including the visitors who came
from outside of Los Angeles Leadership Academy.”
Homecoming was set and scheduled by the
Youth Policy Institute (YPI) for October 17th. For
a month, Mr. Mendez and Helen BLANK from
the YPI worked on planning and reserving the
machines for the cotton candy, snow cone, and
popcorn. In addition, they also came up with the
idea of Homecoming being carnival themed and
planed games to match the theme. Some parents
helped out with the decorations and the creation
of food. According to Henry, he said that it took
a lot of time to prepare, everything was rushed
and not every decoration went up. Even though
the event was rushed, many of students had fun.
Cynthia Cuprill, principle of Los Angeles Leadership Academy, said that the parents, teachers, and
students talked positively about the event. “I think
we can make it even better…Hopefully next dance,
I would say I boogied.”
Although homecoming received some positive
feedback, there were some things that were not
really liked. Senior Steven Cordova said, “It was alright, some of the music was good.” According to
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him it took a long time for people to start moving
on the dance floor, and the fish bowl game had dying fishes. However, that did not stop people from
enjoying the night with the dance, the decorations,
the food, and the game stands that included the ring
toss, paperclip to the cup and paint a mask. The
dance provided tickets for the people who went to
play in the games and pay for treats. Furthermore, in
the games provided, if someone were to win, they
would get a prize that ranged from candy to school
supplies or, unfortunately, a dead fish. “Next time,
we’ll tell the parents to not put toilet water or sink
water with the fishes,” said Henry Mendez.
The moment came, and senior Steven Cordova was crowed King, with junior Tanya Castillo
crowned Queen. The King said, “I thought I
was going to lose, I felt like I dropped.” Prince
Ulysses Montes and Princess Alejandra Rosa were
crowned soon after. The dance lasted from 6:30pm
– 10:00pm; however, to some like Henry Mendez
and some staff from the Youth Policy Institute
had to stay until 11pm to clean up. Henry said that
most of the staff left at 10pm, but there were few
who stayed behind to help him until 11pm. Hence,
according to Henry and most of the students who
attended the dance, Homecoming was a success.

Is the world going to die? Is the Rapture coming? Are demons going to take over the earth? Or
is it aliens? All these questions are asked 2-3 times
a year when, in the early morning, the moon turns
red. For millions of years the moon has been turning red because of an eclipse that happens when
the sun and moon are perfectly aligned with the
earth. Many people have been sprouting ideas on
the cause of this phenomenon, from doomsday
prophets to conspiracy theorists.
Since the earth and moon were made, the
moon has circled the earth. In one instance, when
they are perfectly aligned, the moon moves in the
shadow of our planet. Since the sun is bigger than
all the planets the edges of earth have light surrounding like a ring that reflects to the moon and
gives the red glare. When humans started having
religious beliefs, they thought it was the world’s
end. Some beliefs have been said that demons will
arise from earth’s core to the surface and take over

the planet while all the people who have not sinned
will go to heaven in peace.
Others wondered if other planets’ moons could
change into different colors also. Doctor Noah
Petro, research space scientist with NASA, said,
“That would be possible but most of the other
planet’s moons are too small, and to change color
is with a different star.” If the sun were a different color, our moon would be that color when
reflected instead the red that is sent out by the sun.
Noah Petro says “The best way to prepare for
the eclipse is to first find out when it’s going to be
happening in your local area and then find an area
that is free from obstructions tall trees, buildings,
and find an open field that has a clear view of the
sky, bring a chair something warm to keep you
comfy from the night ours and prepare yourself for
a beautiful show.” The eclipse does not affect the
atmosphere; it doesn’t cause damage or improve
our planet, but gives a dark red view above.

Study Abroad Students Begin Journey
L.A. Leadership Academy Continues to Shine

By Sandra Sanchez
Managing Editor
One to three plane rides, a not tired enough to
sleep jet lag, and an unknown country are all components of the experience that is to Study Abroad.
Los Angeles Leadership Academy has three juniors currently overseas. Jose Sierra, Anel Torres, and
Hicell Lopez are all studying abroad for the 20142015 school year. Of the three, Hicell left first to
India followed by Jose who flew to Sau Paolo, Brazil
and Anel who departed to Taiwan. When asked what
do programs look for in students, Barbara Heinsleigh
coordinator of scholarships for AFS (American Field
Services) said, “We look for students who are open
minded, flexible and are willing to challenge themselves. A good sense of humor is also an asset, since
a student will need to laugh when things don’t go as
expected”.
After saying his goodbyes, departing Los Angeles
was easy for student Jose Sierra. Everything after that
was to say the least difficult. Sierra took everything in
stride and had a relatively easy journey. A short stop
in Miami, a flight to Brazil and one last flight to João
Pessoa and Sierra is where he is now. When questioned about his flight experience Sierra said, “ The
flight transition was surprisingly very easy”. Sierra is
happy to be in João Pessoa a city in Brazil also known
as the city where the sun rises first. He is adjusting to
the city, but jokingly commented,” the heat will still
take time”.
“Tired”. That is how Anel Torres described how
she felt when she finally landed in Taiwan after a long
airplane ride. She was exhausted but instead of closing her eyes, she kept them wide open to explore all
that Taiwan has to offer. Unlike California, Taiwan in
comparison is very cheap. A dollar in the U.S is worth
30 NT(money currency in Taiwan). In addition to adjusting to the decreased value in goods, Anel is adjusting to her new schedule. She is attending college
instead of high school so everything is different. She
explained that,”Monday through Friday I start with
my Mandarin learning class from 10:00 a.m. till 12:00
p.m. and then have lunch with my tutor to help me
practice my chinese.” As part of the program students are almost always paired up with a host family.
The purpose of this is to make the transition easier
for the students. The little time she has been in Taiwan, Anel has gotten close with her family. When
asked how she felt about her family, she replied, “I
actually really like my host family. We have many
things in common and they make me feel welcomed

here...We met a day after I landed in Taiwan and they
treat me like one of their children”.
Hicell Lopez-Oxte has been in India a little over
three months now. In her own words, “ At first I was
really nervous being here but now I’m more used to
the life style here, and overall I’ve been adapting well.
Her first week in India was faced with a language
barrier that she is slowly tearing down. The hospitality offered by her host family and all instructors
has been a big help to her. The biggest change for
Hicell has been adjusting to maids. Her host family
has maids that do all of the chores Hicell would normally otherwise do. “For me I am so used to doing
my own things and doing the chores...but here they
have maids and they told me since I got here what
I had to do and how, so it’s still taking time getting
used to it, but at times I’m able to help”.
A life-changing event is hardly one without its
bumps on the road. This is true for Jose Sierra.

For the time he has been in Brazil, Sierra has successfully managed (with a Belgium friend) to name a god
after an amazing soda called Guarana and retrieve a
stolen phone. When questioned further on this he
said,”...my host brother had his iPhone stolen and
we went and got it back, like detective work”. Aside
from becoming a detective, Sierra is happy to be in
Brazil. He chose Brazil because of the way people
speak of it and how beautiful it is, but “I chose to
study abroad for the life experience...but mainly for
an experience I will never forget”.
There are many reasons why students are told and
choose to study abroad for the year. Sierra chose to
for the experience and because of Brazil itself. When
asked the same question, Anel said, “I am experiencing things that many people my age aren’t. I came
to a whole different country with people that were
strangers to me and now we are close like family. But
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mainly, I did it because I hope it will get me many
scholarships for when I start applying for college, My
family isn’t rich and so getting much financial aid will
help pay for college” Much like Sierra and Anel, Hicell had her own reasoning for leaving. “ I chose to
go to this country because to me I have always been
fascinated with the culture and I liked the language
very much as well and I choose the year program because I know that it takes more than a summer to
learn a language...I get more of a chance to develop
in the language”.
Studying abroad can be described and talked about
by everyone. Many counselers, teachers, and students
say it is a life-changing event. For Jose Sierra, Anel
Torres, and Hicell Lopez this rings true. All three of
these students will be gone for the remaining of the
school year, but will return to LA Leadership Academy for the 2015-2016 school year.
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Models of Pride: Middle School Students Continue to Support
Annual Conference Teaches Tolerance and Leadership for LGBTQ Community

By selena agustin
Staff Writer

M

TheVoice sat down with 5 year-old
Sabrina Zepeda to discuss life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.
By ahiesser aguilar
Staff Writer
Do you like your school?
SZ: Yes, because it has a playground.
What is your favorite color?
SZ: (Pointing to her shoes) Pink. Pink is my favorite
color because shoes are supposed to be pink.

odels of Pride (M.O.P) marked their 22nd
year anniversary on October 11,2014 at the
University of Southern California (USC) campus,
marking the 7th year of Los Angeles Leadership
Academy (L.A. Leadership) students attended the
event.
MOP is a free conference that focuses on the
concerns and interests of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender and Questioning (LGBTQ) youth.
The conference is not only for people who are
LGBTQ, but also for people who want to support friends or family.
When attendees arrived, they were welcomed
with a bag full of goodies. They were then able
to choose what type of workshops they wanted
to attend, and were able to rotate. In the evening
sponsors provided a dinner to attendees; later in
the night there was a dance.
Ms. Jesicah Rolapp, the principal at L.A. Leadership Academy Middle School said, “Since we are
a school that focuses on social justice, we want to
make sure we are servicing all of our students. We
recognize that we have students who are LGBTQ
or allies and we want to make sure they understand their rights.”
From only having two students attend the first

What is your favorite food?
SZ: I like ice cream and chicken.
If you like both so much, would you eat them on
the same plate?
SZ: No, because my dad would try to eat it.
Knowing that her dad is Juan Zepeda, facilities
manager at the high school, we asked how many
times a day does your dad tell you to pick up
your trash?
SZ: Three times.
What famous person would you like to meet?
SZ: Selena Gomez, I want to see Selena because I
like her hair.
Sabrina finished the interview by letting us know that
her favorite TV channel is the Disney channel.

year to having 14 students attend this year is seen
as a great accomplishment. However, this year
was the first year that no high school students attended.
At the Middle school, many of the students were
interested in the event and LGBTQ in general.
Oscar Gonzalez, a 7th grader at L.A. Leadership
MS went to the event to show support because if
someone wants to like the same gender they can.
“There was a lot of nice people too,” he added,
referring to people that attended the conference.
In the previous years, Wil Echeverria, a former
math teacher of the middle school would attend

the event. As a matter of fact, two years ago he
spoke at the M.O.P and had his very own workshop. Ms. Rolapp said, he shared with other educators what it was like to be an openly out teacher
in an inner city school and his positive experiences when he came out to the first class, which
is the class of 2015.
Ms. Rolapp’s goal is to continue to move L.A.
Leadership MS towards becoming a more tolerant school where all students are welcome.
Therefore, she wants to continue the trend on
being part of the event.

Where Are They Now?

What do you want to do when you grow up?
SZ: I want to be a science teacher, so that I can
explore the moon.
As a future scientist, what do you think happened to the dinosaurs?
SZ: They went to dance class to learn how to dance.

Role Models Los Angeles Leadership Academy Middle School students @ USC conference

Ms. U

By Daniela Alvara
Staff Writer

N

icki Uchemefuna, known by her students as Ms. U, was
one of many staff members of Los Angeles Leadership Academy High School who left for greener pastures at
the conclusion of the 2013-2014 school year. Her previous
students remember her fondly. “Ms. Uchemefuna was my
favorite teacher because when every other teacher had gave
up on me, she was the only one that stayed with me to give
me advice, and I’m thankful for that; I just love her,” said Eby
Rosa, Ms. Uchemefuna’s former English 9, 10 and Advisory
student.
She was employed at Los Angeles Leadership Academy
High School for three years as an English teacher. Uchemefuna initiated her teaching curriculum at Washington Prep
High School in Los Angeles. After teaching there she began
looking for a school that was “family feel and had a passion
for student learning “ and it turned out to be L.A Leadership. Uchemefuna was an English: 9, 10,11,12, Writing lab,
Journalism, and CAHSEE Prep teacher in her time with L.A.
Leadership.
She is currently teaching at John F. Kennedy Middle College in Norco, near Riverside. Uchemefuna is conformed with
her new job because it is similar to L.A Leadership as well as
only thirty minutes away from home, unlike the two hour travel she had to commute to get to L.A Leadership. During her
time with L.A. Leadership, she was always on time and ready
to teach. Students remember and cherish that dedication. She
is currently a teacher in the English department, a tenth and
eleventh grade Language Arts teacher.
“During my years at L.A Leadership I grew to love my col-

leagues like family and my students like my own
children.” Therefore the decision of departing
from L.A Leadership was difficult for her. Although she is no longer here “L.A Leadership
will always have a special place in my heart.”
She wants all of her former students to know
that she dearly misses them and she wishes the
best to them in their future.
Most teachers and students faced many
obstacles due to how the school was managed
last school year. The outcome of obstacles
that was faced in the 2014-15 school year led
to many disagreements amongst the students
and staff with administration. The possibility

remains that this is what drove so
many away, although nothing was said
about that. All Uchemefuna said was
that “unfortunately, last year proved
to be extremely difficult, and I was
faced with the difficult decision to
leave.” However, even with a new
administration, she made it clear that
“as much as I miss L.A Leadership I
won’t return”
Nkechi Uchemefuna got married
this past summer; her new last name
is now Galan.

The Heart of a Lion

Phyllis Rosen

By Daniela Alvara
Staff Writer

L
The results are in!
Out of our ten finalists, Senior Kevin
Ferman won the
POSSE Scholarship
to Kalamazoo College in Michigan

os Angeles Leadership Academy High School has been
through a high turn over rate in staff these past years, but
one who has remained through it all has been U.S History,
Government, and Economics teacher, Phyllis Rosen. Esteban
Cordova, Senior at LA Leadership expresses, “She has done
so many good things and has inspired and motivated students
to strive for success, she is loved by all, in my opinion she
is the true meaning of LALA.” Graduate from Harvard
University, Rosen has fully devoted her time and emotion to
her students for … years she says. She started substituting and
later became an English teacher prior to her position now.
It is official that this year Rosen will be retiring. She states,”
…the fact that I teach juniors and seniors I feel so close to
them… I should stay one more year for them and one more
year for that,” was her grasping answer as to why her decision
to retire has been delayed to this school year. Junior Vanessa
Sanchez said, “I feel that LALA is losing a part of its heart.
She is part of the cultural package, and that itself has already
been deteriorating.” As the entire faculty staff, Rosen is
considered the veteran in the school. Rosen shares her advice
to her students now and future seniors who will be one-step

closer in attending college, “You need to
stay focused. Learn to be in the moment
of what you are studying and not isolate
yourself with ear buds.” She has been a
major supporter for many students. Phyllis Rosen has taken over the hearts of
many but contributes primarily in being

www.laleadership.org

the Heart of a Lion.
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Virus Update: Ebola Continues to Cause Public Concern
By Robby Vasquez
Staff Writer
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Wasco Clown
By selena agustin
Staff Writer

T

he Ebola Virus is causing a worldwide massacre; it is killing numbers of the world’s
population close to Smallpox and the Bubonic
(Black) plague. There have been several outbreaks
in West Africa countries: the Congo, Liberia,
Guinea, Uganda, and Sierra Leone. The disease
was transmitted to other countries in the northern
west of Europe and in the United States by infected travelers. Infected patients, when diagnosed,
are immediately quarantined to prevent infecting
other civilians or citizens. The disease is so severe
doctors and scientists need to take precautions
during the process of treating patients by putting
on very protective suits and getting tested to see
if they are carrying the virus when they exit the
patient’s room.
Ebola received its name from the Ebola River,
where if first appeared during the 1970’s. Infected
animals living in the area first spread Ebola. It
started infecting civilians not just by the consuming and devouring of the animals meat, but also
by being exposed to the contaminated blood. The
animals that carried Ebola were most often primates and bats. These animals also carry, another
disease that is usually fatal. But Ebola has a higher
death rate with a shorter death timing. Symptoms
can include: nausea, abdominal pain, headaches,
diarrhea, fatigue, fever, and internal bleeding (most
notably bleeding from the ears, eyes, nose, mouth
and skin).
Ebola isn’t just a single disease; there are different strains each kind with it’s own specialties.

There are four strains: Ebola-Zaire, Ebola-Sudan,
Ebola-Ivory Coast, and Ebola-Reston. The EbolaReston Virus is the only of the four that infects
primates but this cannot infect humans. EbolaZaire is the most aggressive; it kills the fastest
at the highest rate when a host is infected. The
other two Ivory Coast, and Sudan- are equally as
dangerous but are less lethal compared to Zaire.
The three viruses kill both humans and animals; it
can also, infect others through body fluids, touching sweat, blood, saliva or mucus. Most of the
time you can get infected by sharing hypodermic
needles or syringes, even touching the patient’s
clothes means they have to burn the clothes to
keep the spreading.
The two American patients were exposed to
the virus. They were in isolation at the Emory
University hospital in Atlanta Georgia. While
serving as care takers in the West African medical
care center helping to treat local patients. They
then flew back to the US, discovering they were
carrying the virus and then quarantined--ending up

in the Emory University Hospital. After, receiving cutting edge medical treatment they now have
immunity from the virus; they can’t infect others
or get infected from others. Dr. Rob Dretler, who
is an infectious disease specialist in Atlanta, says,
“Once they’re out of Emory its’ really just a matter of good nutrition, rehabilitation building your
muscles back up.” Hopefully, this new treatment
is now going to try to settle in the West African
countries to see if they can treat patients to give
them immunities for no further outbreaks.
The Ebola Virus is still not fully understood.
More studies by doctors and scientists are trying
to uncover more about the virus strains, history
and effects on its host. Dr. Rob Dretler thinks this
should be a mission that the U.S. should intervene
with West Africa to fight Ebola after curing the
patients back in Atlanta. So far we have half the
puzzle solved but its’ still not finished, while thousands are still dying.

Is Bilingual Education a Risk? Research Says No
By Mari Rivera
Staff Writer

B

ilingual education has been around for many
years. Whether one speaks English, Spanish,
Vietnamese, Chinese, or any other language,
communicating with one another has become accesible. Being bilingual opens one up to a variety
of options in life.
There are many ways in which bilingual
education can work. An easy way to teach an
English-speaking student Spanish could be to
place him/her in a classroom filled with Spanishspeaking students. This encourages the Spanish learner to practice and to hear the Spanish
language and vice versa.
Teachers and students both benefit from bilingual education. Being able to speak more than
one language provides knowledge and literacy.
Students become more articulate and understand
more than usual. A Los Angeles Leadership
Academy student said, “I find it easier to learn
in school knowing English and Spanish. I feel

like if I can’t understand something in English,
then I could understand it in Spanish. It is very
helpful.”
Another student in Los Angeles Leadership
Academy High School said, “I do not speak
more than one language. I find it difficult to
communicate with my friends and my classmates.
I do wish that I could speak more than one
language and I would like to learn how to speak
French and possibly Spanish.”
Steven Garcia, a Junior at LA Leadership Academy said that although he speaks both Spanish
and English, he would like to learn Italian. “I
want to learn Italian because I think it is similar
to Spanish and I would like to see the similarities between the two and the differences as well.
I do think that classes aren’t affected by what
language you speak. Either way, I have to speak
English.”
“The best bilingual educational programs in-

clude all of these characteristics: ESL instruction,
sheltered subject matter teaching, and instruction in the first language” said NABE (National
Association for Bilingual Education) spokesman,
Stephen Krashen.
Many people find that Bilingual studies are not
necessary because they have managed to succeed
in life without speaking more than one language.
Although it is true that one does not need to
know how to speak more than one language
in order to “succeed” with life, it does come in
handy.

P

eople dressed in clown costumes were roaming
in the states of California, Indiana, and in New
Mexico, causing a scare in the month of October. It
began in Bakersfield, California when a person decided
to dress as a clown and chase people around the
neighborhood. He was known as Wasco the Clown.
His reign of scares ended about a month later with his
retirement.
However, “copy cats” started to enjoy the idea of
scaring others dressed as a clown and began to emulate
him. In the instagram of “Wasco Clown”, he would
share pictures at random places saying “come play with
me” etc. to his 56k followers. However, all the pictures
have since been deleted.
According to Michael Colby, town councilor in
Fisher, Indiana, the clown said he wanted to express
his support and get Halloween started. In other words,
the clown simply wanted to give a message to the
people persuading them to show more spirit.
12th grade student at Los Angeles Leadership Academy, Melissa Tavico, said if the clown was in Los
Angeles, she wouldn’t go outside until everything will
be clear. “If I get scared looking at clowns in pictures,
imagine if I actually see one in person.”
It is yet to be discovered whom the real clown is in
Bakersfield and who is behind the original mask.
However, when it comes to Fisher, Indiana, Colby said
there was no contact between the clown and the citizens, and he did not break any laws. That being said,
the person was identified.
The nightmares are over; people are now able to walk
the streets without getting scared. There are no more
terrifying clowns going around in Fisher and “The
clown will stop walking the neighborhood scaring
people,” Colby said.

Sports Update

Author of “Always Running” is Running for Election; Sort of
Girl’s Volleyball

By Randy Guzman
Staff Writer

Girls huddle around coach Jour’Dan Peters in a
close game. The Youth Policy Institute sponsored team won two games in a row. The girls
volleyball season is in full swing with a game
November 8.

T

he Green Party endorsed Luis J. Rodriguez
with their nomination of its gubernatorial
candidate in its 2014 General Assembly. As a
newly registered member of the Green Party,
many of his promises if elected included ending poverty in California, providing clean and
efficient energy, a healthy environment, and
“eliminating the California prison system as we
know it.”
Rodriguez was encouraged to start a campaign for governor after he had been asked multiple times by Green Party activists to do so. He
believed that it was time for him to rally a new
political movement for political empowerment.
When asked what he would do to change the
prison system he answered fiercely, “I would
propose turning the tax dollars used to house
prisoners and provide mental and drug treatment, job training, education...and such.” He
even stated that he was convinced punishment
does not work as a corrections philosophy.
Despite Rodriguez’s effort, a governmental campaign in the largest state in the U.S. with one of
the biggest economies and Rodriguez’s previous
background as a gang member obstructed the
success of his campaign.
In the end he received 1.5% of the votes, the
highest of any candidate outside of the Republi-

A gang member at the young age of eleven,
a facilitator for writing workshops in prison, an
urban peace activist, muralist in the San Gabriel
Valley, author of various renowned literary
works, and most recently, the 2014 Los Angeles
Poet Laureate, Luis Javier Rodriguez seems to
have done it all! Yet Rodriguez took his life’s
endeavor to the next level when he ran for Governor of California in the 2014 elections.

can and Democratic parties. With this miniscule
percent of the voters however, Rodriguez came
in 8th place and therefore did not advance to the
November final election.

The Home of Lion Pride

Girl’s Soccer

The Homecoming game at Los Angles Leadership Academy went into a penalty shootout in
front of a large home crowd. The girls won the
game on the final penalty kick by Beverly Pesquera. Goalkeeper Diane Rodriguez entered the
in the second half to shut down the opposition.
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Literature Review

Blood Letting Continues: The Diaries of the Undead

Heavenly Reading
Bestselling Author Mitch Albom

November 2014

“Vampire Diaries” Draws All Types of Viewers
By Maria Rivera
Staff Writer

T

By Sandra Sanchez
Managing Editor

A

uthor of hit book, Tuesdays with Morrie,
Mitch Albom skillfully brought to life a
unique version of what a person experiences
when they go to heaven.
The main protagonist in the book, the five
people you meat in heaven is a long time carnival
worker named Eddie. He worked in the carnival
all of his life and up to his very last breath.
Through Eddie, Albom brings light to the way
people affect each other.
His point being that everyone has a path to
follow, and all paths come to cross at one point
or another. As Eddie realizes he is dead he is met
by the first person in heaven, followed by the
second and so forth until he meets with the fifth.
Each person represents a part of Eddie’s life
that made him who he was the day he died.
Albom uses flashbacks in the story to transport
the reader to those defining moments in Eddie’s
life. As he moves up the list of people he has
to meet, Eddie begins to age back to the way he
was when he passed away.
In the book, Albom conveys thoughts that
everyone is interconnected. When something
ends, it only opens the doors for something else
to begin.
Albom is able to bring the scenes and setting
to life with very precise descriptions. Everything
is written so detailed, a reader might as well be
standing next to Eddie as the events of his life
unfold themselves right in front of his eyes.
From his life in war to his wedding day, Eddie
experiences everything important to who he is.
Albom is also great at bringing other issues to
light through the book.
How things create a domino effect can be
seen in Eddie’s dysfunctional relationship with
his father and others in the story. He goes on to
war to escape the carnival, only to come back
injured.
In bad shape, Eddie takes up a job at the carnival
and becomes Eddie Maintaince.
This sets up the Segway for Eddie’s death
and journey through heaven to understand his
life. To understand why the things in his life
happened.
Unlike many of the other stories that depict the
dead with the ability to contact or view Earth,
Eddie cannot.
One of the struggles Eddie faces throughout
the story is the inability to find out if the little
girl he threw himself to save lived or died.
With a very compelling plot, Albom presents the
theme that the smallest things we do in life can
have major affects on our lives later.
One of the most intriguing and refreshing
books written, Albom takes an unpopular stance
on how to depict heaven. But beyond this, he
successfully interweaves all aspects of the story
to make a smooth and excellent read.
The five people you meet in heaven, does
revolve around Eddie and the five people he
meets in heaven. But it also incorporates every
day aspects of the thing that is life.
Mitch Albom supplies another way of looking at
life and what happens once you’re dead, making
this a great read.

he emotional and thrilling CW show, The
Vampire Diaries, has viewers on the edge
of their seat. Nina Dobrev plays the protagonist
Elena Gilbert. She is a dynamic character that was
oblivious about the supernatural world at the beginning of the show. However, she later learned
the dangers of Mystic Falls.
Since Elena became knowledgeable about vampires and werewolves, tragedy has followed her.
Elena’s parents died, her aunt died, she also
became possessed by her evil doppelganger (a
clone), Katherine Pierce (played by Nina Dobrev
herself).
Although, Elena did not want to become a vampire, it was inevitable, Elena would become a
vampire sooner or later. It was foreshadowed
that she would fall in love with Damon Salvatore,
the “evil.” Salvatore brother. Damon Salvatore
(played by Ian Somerhalder) is considered the
dangerous, daredevil brother, who is constantly
under his brother’s shadow, Stefan Salvatore
(played by Paul Wesley).
Moreover, so many things were foreshadowed,
the heart wrenching plot twist at the end of sea-

son five caught the viewers by surprise It was the
moment of truth. Bonnie Bennett played by Kat
Graham was the anchor who also happened to be
the only witch at the time who can lend a hand
to her friends. She was dead but still willing to
protect them from any danger. When the other
side (supernatural limbo) was starting to deteriorate while Elena, Stefan, and Damon were there,
it was up to Kat to make a huge sacrifice to aid
them. She was willing to risk her life to open a
portal to cross her friends over to the world of
the living. With the help of Liv (another witch),
she was able to bring back almost everyone.
Then the twist took place, in the end of season
4, Bonnie and Damon are declared dead, Damon
for not making it to the portal on time, and Bon-

nie due to the impactful force energy taken from
her. Both Damon and Bonnie are thought to be
dead, or so it appears to those who survived. Little
do they know that they are still alive, in another
world, reliving the same day over and over again.
Currently in season six, the characters are still
mourning what they believe to be the deaths of
Bonnie and Damon. Even though, Bonnie and Damon are dead to the rest of the world, they continue to be very much involved in the storyline of
the show itself. At some point in time they meet a
killer. Not just a killer, but a psychopath, who killed
his own family. The psychopath also happens to be
the only person who knows how to go back to the
real world. As the story continues it allures the attention of both new and old viewers.

Play On! Theater Group Performs for High School
Students See Professional Actors on Stage for U.S. History
By Cesar Atrian
Staff Writer
n October 21, Los Angeles Leadership
Academy High School had a different history lesson for each grade level, each a play. An
organization named the Will Geer Theatricum
Botanicum helped L.A. Leadership teach this lesson; they sent a group of four actors to act out
scenes from U.S. history for all of the students of
the high school.
One of the actors was Ellen Geer, daughter
of the famous actor and activist Will Geer. He
became famous for his 1972 role as Zebulon Walton, the grandfather in the classic TV series The
Walton’s. Will Geer was one of many actors to be
blacklisted for his communist beliefs.
Before that however, in 1951, the Will Geer
Theatricum Botanicum was founded, an organization on a mission to entertain and educate audiences of all ages by doing educational plays for
young children and adults. They are able to work
and inspire peoples’ future. L.A. Leadership His-
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tory teacher Phyllis Rosen said a woman named
Nina Tassler brought the program to the school.
She was asked if she knew if they were going
to ever come back to perform at the high school
again. “They are not coming back, but students
will practice doing plays and will soon perform at
the Will Geer theatre,” said Phyllis Rosen.
This provides a chance for students to join
the group and have an opportunity to take part

in an educational play. This brings plans for the
U.S history class; Cynthia Cuprill, the principal
of L.A. Leadership, says that the U.S history class
will present a play on December 13. The school
has funds to have multiple buses to transport
parents and students for the viewing of the play.
The students have been given a fun and creative
opportunity.

LACMA Intolerant? Try What Museums Have to Offer
L.A. County Museum of Art Creates Space for All, Especially for High School Students
By Sandra Sanchez and Irani Mendez
Managing and Copy Editors
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o serve the public through the collection,
conservation, exhibition, and interpretation
of significant works of art from a broad range of
cultures and historical periods, and through the
translation of these collections into meaningful
educational, aesthetic, intellectual, and cultural
experiences for the widest array of audiences.”
This is Los Angeles County Museum of Art, or
LACMA’s, mission statement.
LACMA is known as the museum in Los Angeles with the rows of old light bulbs in the front,
created by Chris Burden. With its astonishing art
outside there is much more creative art inside. It
holds many exhibits, screenings, and hands on art
projects. Under the general admissions ticket for
the day, one is able to visit the free exhibits and
roam around LACMA. It was founded in 1910
being part of the Exposition Park then officially established the museum in 1961. And to this
day it keeps attracting people to see the beauty

of both modern and vintage art. It is a viewing
piece into the art world and holds a tremendous
amount of old and new artwork.
With many exhibits the one that calls the attention of all ages is Metropolis II. This is a long
standing art work in the museum. Metropolis at
first sight is at a standstill. People walk around
the unmoving piece examining the structure and
the mini cities sprinkled within. At some point
in time someone arrives and slowly ignites the
piece. Compartment by compartment is switched
on and the once still cars zoom in and out. John,
an employee at LACMA for a year had this to say
when asked about Metropolis, “My favorite piece
is the Metropolis piece. You should see it before
it starts moving and when it starts.” It held many
people captivated and ran for an hour long period
until it stopped, only to be started again on other
times of the day.

The Home of Lion Pride

Another, attention-caller part of the museum
is the found on the third floor of the Hammer
Building. This is where the first major exhibition
of African cultural astronomy the African Cosmos: Stellar Arts is exhibited at. It also exhibits
the many traditional and contemporary African
arts. African arts from ancient times to the present demonstrate how the moon, the sun, the stars
and all astronomical objects inspired the arts.
Overall, through the many exhibits the most
creative and childish is the Boone Children’s Gallery. This is where people from all different ages
are able to go and enjoy. People can go and be an
artist. They are able to paint, draw and their paintings if left behind can be put on the wall. Luis
Sanchez, a third grader at Los Angeles Leadership
Academy Primary greatly enjoyed his day at the
museum and said, “I liked the yellow string and
the cars a lot.”

